CHAPTER HI
PALESTINE
Land and its People
We have said so much about Palestine, its numerous
states and cities, a constant prey to the cupidity and
aggression of the Egyptian, Babylonian, Hittite and
Assyrian monarchs. It will be better to have an idea
of the land itself which was the meeting place of all
the powers of the neighbourhood. It was the cHoly
Land5 where the great and fearless Prophets of the
Old Testament, preached fire, which again was the
'Promised Land'.
Looking at the map of Palestine we find a moun-
tainous strip of country stretching along the Medi-
terranean coast enclosed by Egypt, Arabia, Syria and
Phoenicia. In the north lay Syria and Phoenicia,
both lying almost parallel to each other, Syria to the
east and Phoenicia to the west, between Syria and
the sea covering roughly the modern state of Lebabon.
Poenicia was full of rich coastal cities and, as the
mistress of the sea, came, in course of time, to found
prosperous and powerful colonies along the Mediter-
ranean. Its wealth attracted conquerors and its towns
became constant cockpits for the neighbouring powers.
To the east of Palestine lay the desert of Arabia where
the nomad tribes moved about restlessly, Egypt lay
to the south and its borders ran along the borders of
the holy land. To the west of Palestine lay the land-
locked sea.
The midland had numerous settlements, numerous
tribes and numerous kingdoms. Gilead lay to the
south of the Yarmuk river, in the north-east, and to
its west and south-west stretched the territory, of
Israel, west of the Jordan; due south of Gilead was